BPRS syndrome scales during the course of an episode of psychiatric illness.
This report examines changes in symptom levels on the four major syndrome scales from the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale (BPRS): thought disturbance, paranoid disturbance, anxiety/depression, and emotional withdrawal/motor retardation. Baseline BPRS ratings were obtained during the first week of hospitalization for an acute episode of psychiatric illness, in 120 patients with schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, and depression. BPRS ratings were carried out in the week prior to discharge. Findings indicated that patients with schizoaffective disorder showed a greater magnitude of general clinical improvement than schizophrenics, although both groups had comparable improvement on thought disorder from admission to discharge. Paranoid symptoms did not recover as completely among schizophrenics compared to schizoaffective disorder patients. As expected, anxiety and depression symptoms remitted most prominently among the depressed inpatients.